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Abscract

This is a report of foctal anasarca in a Sokoto Red Goat Kid, The foctus was delivered by abstetrical
manipulation as a result of dystocia. The foetus was found to fray ¢ the following suspected histepathologi-
cal lesions: epitheliogenesis imperfecta, brachyenathia, anodontia ankyloblepharon and by poplasia of

the visceral organs.
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introduction

An anasarcous fctus is a foctus with extensiy ¢
subcutancous oedema (Blood and Studdert. 1985
The affected fOClllS‘iS'l_lSll.'l”_\' carried to term and
concern is caused by the lack of progress in the
sccond stage of l:ll)()\!ig; This 15 duc to great -
crease i loctal volume caused by the excess fluid
i the subcutancous tissues particularly of the
head and hind limbs (Arthur. 1983). Cases of foc-
tal anasarca arc rare in this arca and have noi beein
Known to have been documented.

Case Report

A one vear old primiparous Sokoto Red dos
was presented to the State Veterinary Clinie.
Sokoto with the chief complaint of prolonged
labour over 12 hours. The doc was keptwith five

other goats under the semi ineasive svstem of

management. Upon physical examination. the ani-
mal was found to be recumbent. straining. grind-
ing its teeth and a foctal limb had protruded
through the dam’s vulva. Its vital parametres were
as follows:- temperature 42°C. pulse 140 beats/
minute and a respiratory rate of 2o cveles/nunute.
The cervix was found to be dilated and milk was
expressed from the udder.

Treatment
The dam was delivered of a dead foctus which

was nanually removed nsie simple obstetrical nma-
nipfation. the forchimbs and the head were Icht
and traction was applicd and the fetes retracted
The foctus was seen to be presented with sus-
pected epitheiiogenests mmperfecta (Fre 1 ana-
sarca and brachy gnathia. aonky loblpharon (Fre 2y
anodontia and hypoplasi of the visceral orcans
The clicnt wias advised to cull the doc if thic condi-
tion recurs

Discussion and Conclusion

Reports of foctal anasarca in goats are rare.
There is no known report from this covironmient.
However, Arthur e o/ (1993 ceported a peculiar
formof the condition m the Avishire breed of cattle.
This casc is likely to be the tist report ol foctal
anasarca in goats. The degrec of flud accumuala-
tion was mild especiallv whcn compared with the
anasarca inAvishire cattle reported by Arthar, of
al (1995).

dehivered dead and this death could be due to sev-

As mentioned above. the foctus was

cral reacons, Tt could have been as a result ol pro-
longed dyvstocia. or it nught have been due to ex-
cessive ~ubcuancous hd accumulation. This
excessive Mud accumulation is said 1o be a heredi-
tary condition and is determined by an autosoinal
recessive gene (Donald eral 1952). The mode off
action of the cenctic factor 18 unknown (Herrick
and Eldndgce. 1955). There is need in this cise (o
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differentiate anasarca from foctal cmphyscima
which is the bloating with gas. of a dcad fetus.
unlike foctal anasarca. Both conditions usually
result in dystocia.

In conclusion. there scems to be an increase i
the report of the incidence of foctal monstrositics
m this environment (Garba and Mohammed. 1995:

Sactad  Anasazea CE.OBUDU, MA UMARU & F.OGUNJOBI

Garba ez af. 1994 Amin. 1993 Mavagi eral. 1999).
There is necd tor a much more thorough and syvs-
tematic study of fetal monstrositics. Forexample.
there s for histopathological.
clectromicroscopie and genetic studics 1o be em-
barked upon on such casest taaibities for which
are often lacking.

need

Fig 1: Body of foetus showing suspected
Epitheliogenesis imperfecta
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